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SUMMER COURSES OFFER QUICK CREDITS, ALTERNATIVE COURSES 
MISSOULA -
In one week of attending class from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in late-July, a UM student can 
earn three credits through The University of M ontana’s Teaching With Film Institute.
The institute is just one of many different courses offered this summer through UM’s 
2006 Summer Semester. Benefits of summer classes include the opportunity to finish up general 
education requirements, park on campus without a struggle and a four-day week of classes -  so 
there’s always a three-day weekend.
Most summer session courses are five weeks long. On average a student takes two 
summer courses, or five to six credits, said Peggy Nesbitt, program manager in UM’s 
Department of Continuing Education.
Because the fee schedule is the same as the fall or spring semesters, there are no 
additional fees. Also, the summer sessions can help students graduate earlier and incur less debt. 
The Financial Aid Office is willing to work with students who qualify to use financial aid left 
over from a previous semester, Nesbitt said.
This summer more than 750 courses will be offered, including more courses at UM’s 
College of Technology than ever before. Students can learn about everything from Web design to
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geology to the history of the Lewis and Clark Trail. Many study-abroad programs are included in 
the summer course offerings as well.
“In the last four or five years we’ve had this level of course offerings, but before it wasn’t 
as large,” Nesbitt said. “We have a variety of courses in a variety of disciplines to meet their 
needs.”
Most classes offered during the summer session are open to all disciplines. The focus is 
on taking fewer classes that provide more opportunity for student engagement, Nesbitt said. The 
summer also is an ideal time for students to replace a grade or make up a class.
This summer a slew of new classes have been added to the schedule, including five 
through the Teaching With Film Institute, which was created solely for summer-session students. 
The two-week institute offers classes in two bursts. The first-week students have the option of 
taking three different classes — “Composition: Writing About Film,” “The Good, The Bad and 
the Indulgent: Film and the Construction of Virtue” and “Film as Anthropology.” The second- 
week students have two courses to choose from — “Scoops from Tinseltown: Film and Current 
Events” and “Making Movies: Just Do It.”
In the intensive five-day seven-and-a-half hour classes, students can earn three credits. 
Students of all disciplines are invited to take the seminar-style courses.
“This is an ideal course for students with jobs to take,” said Sean O’Brien, director of the 
Teaching With Film Institute.
One of the most popular classes is the Montana Business Development Seminar, a course 
where students create and present a business plan. The class is designed for students of all
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disciplines who want to learn how to start up their own business in their field of study. For 
example, the class would be ideal for a creative writing major who wants to learn how to 
promote a book they have written or a law student who is interested in starting his own firm. Last 
summer students presented their plans to venture capitalists and area business leaders.
Students interested in signing up for the summer session can do so on CyberBear at 
http://www.umt.edu/cyberbear. No advising pin is needed to apply for the session.
For more information visit http://www.montanasummer.com.
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